
Dress with a lace skirt and buttons on the back.

This dress pattern can be customized to fit any size doll or stuffed animal. Any lace pattern, 
with a small number of stitches in one repeat, can be used for the skirt. NB! Tutorial is written 
using US crochet terms. 

Notes:

• Dress is crocheted in rows and in one piece, starting from the top. 
• The dress and the collar are finished by crocheting around the edge with single crochet 

stitches. 
• Loops for fastening buttons are sewn on after finishing the dress.

Bodice.

• Crochet the bodice with single crochet stitches, flipping the piece after completing each row. 
• Start each row with two chain stitches. These count as the first stitch. Crochet the last stitch 

into the second chain you started the previous row with. 
• Keep increasing by 1-3 stitches every row, so the bodice will follow the shape of the body. 

Space the increases evenly. 
• Make sure your your bodice ends with (3 x a) + 5 stitches, where a can be any integer. 

Three is the number of stitches in the lace pattern repeat I used for the skirt. You may 
need to add another row to avoid increasing too much on the last row.

1. Start the dress with a chain
that is one stitch longer than the
circumference of the neck.

2. Make the first single crochet
stitch (sc) into the third chain 
(ch) from hook. Crochet the first 
row through the starting chain, 
increasing after every two stitches. 

3. Flip. Start each row with two
chain stitches.  These count as 
the first stitch.
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4. Make the first sc into the
second stitch and the last sc into 
the second chain you started the 
previous round with.

5. Finish the first round and pin
the piece around the neck, 
opening to the back. Mark the 
place for the armholes.  

6. Crochet the second row
through the back loops only. 
Make one sc into every stitch.  

7. Stop when you reach your
stitch marker. 

8. Chain n, where n is the number
of stitches between your stitch 
markers.

9. Skip the stitches between 
your markers and continue 
crocheting with single crochet 
stitches.   

10. Make sure the hand will fit
through the armhole. Repeat
with the second armhole.

11. On round three, crochet the
single crochet stitches around 
the chain.

12. Keep crocheting with single
crochet stitches, increasing 
every row by 1-3  stitches.

Keep crocheting until the bodice is long enough and you have the required number of stitches. 
Don't forget to count the two chain stitches you started the last row with. Try the bodice on 
your doll, making sure it is a snug fit and the hands will fit through the arm holes. There 
should be a small gap between the two sides at the back – you will be adding a row of single 
crochet stitches to both edges.
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Skirt.

• Start the first row with two chain stitches (ch) and one single crochet stitch (sc) and end 
with two single crochet stitches.

• From the second row on, start each row with three chain stitches (ch) and one double 
crochet stitch (dc) and end with two double crochet stitches.

• Repeat the lace pattern (Mx) between them.
• Repeat the lace pattern (My) until you have the desired length. 

 stitch in a previous row

single crochet stitch

 

double crochet stitch

chain stitch

1. Start the first row with ch 2,
sc into the second stitch. Repeat
Mx. Finish with sc x 2.

2. From the second row, start
each row with ch 3, dc into the 
second stitch. Repeat Mx. Finish 
with dc x 2.

3. Repeat My until the skirt is 
long enough. Do not cut the 
yarn.

Collar.

1. Turn the dress upside down
and crochet the collar into the 
row of loops on the first round.

2. Insert the hook through the
first loop, draw up a loop, yarn
over and draw through both loops.

3. Crochet the collar with sc-s, 
increasing after every 2 stitches. 
Fasten off, weave in yarn tails.
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Finishing the dress.

Weave in all yarn tails on the wrong side. Finish the edge by crocheting around the dress with 
single crochet stitches. Sew on loops and buttons on the back. Depending on the yarn you 
used, you may want to press or wet block your dress.

1. Crochet around the edge with
single crochet stitches. 

2. Make three single crochet
stitches into one stitch at the
corners.

3. Finish at the bottom left hand
corner. Cut the yarn and pull the 
end through the stitch. 

4. Thread the yarn tail onto a yarn
needle. Insert the needle through
the next stitch, back to front.

5. Insert the needle into the last
stitch from the top, between the
two loops and behind the stitch
(the vertical bar).

6. Grab the yarn and pull until 
the top loop is the same size as 
other stitches. Weave in the 
yarn tail.

7. Make two loops on the back
of the bodice for fastening the
dress.

8. Crochet a chain long enough
for the button to fit through the
loop. Leave yarn tails on each end.

9. Thread the yarn tail onto a 
needle and sew the chain to the 
dress. Repeat with other end.
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10. Knot the yarns tails together
and weave in the ends on the
wrong side.

11. Sew on the buttons with
matching thread. 

Tip! Do not add any buttons or other small details to toys meant for children younger than 
three years old. I suggest crocheting or sewing the skirt to the body instead. Take a look at 
the first part of this tutorial – http://bit.ly/17x3RL5. You can still use this lace pattern, it can
be crocheted both in rows and in rounds.

More crochet tutorials are available on my blog. Join me on Facebook to keep up with the 
latest news, ask advice, share photos and ideas. Feel free to email me with any questions.

 kristi@spire.ee     http://sidrun.spire.ee     http://www.facebook.com/sidrunszoo
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